Brigadier-General (Retired) Bob Robert, CD, BA, CSC, RCDS

Brigadier General (Retired) Bob Robert joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in Montreal in 1959. He trained as a Long Range Navigator and flew two operational flying tours on Maritime Patrol Anti-Submarine duties on the East Coast, including during the Cuban Crisis. He also was an instructor at the Air Navigation School in Winnipeg.

Along with several Staff Duties positions, he commanded the premier Canadian Forces Language School in St-Jean in Quebec, Long Range Radar Station Moisie on the North Shore of the Gulf of St Lawrence and the Canadian Forces Staff School in Toronto. 

He is a Gold Medallist Graduate in Economics of the University of Winnipeg, a Graduate of the year-long Command & Staff College in Toronto, and of the year-long Royal College of Defence Studies course in London, England. One of his classmates and friend in London was Brigadier Pervez Musharaff, who later became the head of the Pakistani Army, then President of Pakistan.

The last six years of Bob’s 37-year military career were served with NORAD, first in Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado Springs, where as a Command Director he provided Scud Missile Warnings to the Middle East during the First Gulf War, and then as Deputy Commander of the Alaskan NORAD Region out of Anchorage, Alaska. As such he was the senior Canadian of any organization in Alaska.
He and his wife Donna settled in Brooklin and now Whitby ON, following his retirement. General Robert then became the Executive Director of the Ontario Provincial Committee of the Air Cadet League of Canada from 1997 to 2004. He then became a volunteer with the ACLofC at the National level, first as a Governor serving on many committees, as Vice-President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer and as President for 2011-12. He is now, as a Past President, a member of the Advisory Board an chairs the National Honours and Awards Committee.
Brigadier General & Mrs. Donna Robert have three children: 

- Marc retired from the Canadian Forces in 2005 as a Lieutenant-Colonel pilot. He was the Commanding Officer of 412 VIP Transport Squadron in Ottawa. He was also a 1991-92 Snowbirds pilot. He is now a corporate Challenger pilot with Sky Service out of Trudeau airport in Montreal.
- Douglas is an Air Force Master Warrant Officer Logistics Traffic Technician who served two tours in Afghanistan. He has also served tours of duty in Croatia and Bosnia. He is now serving in Kingston in the Headquarters’ Standard & Evaluation cell for the new Chinook Helicopters.
- Suzanne, is a senior instructional designer in computer-based training development for IBM in Calgary. 

As a last note, Brigadier General (Retired) Robert is very proud to have been the driving force in standing up the #2 VandenBos Whitby Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron in 2003. He served as the first Chair of the Squadron Sponsoring Committee, then was treasurer for eight years and still serves on the committee. The squadron has 110 Air Cadets.
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